D 


BRIGHTLINGSEA 
‘URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

t. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1952 


Brightlingsea 

Printed  by  R.  J.  Osborn,  Sydney  Street 


I9S3 


Brightlingsea  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1952. 


Chairman  ; Cr.  C.  O.  Fensom,  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman  : Cr.  Q.  R.  Clarke. 


Members  of  the  General  Health  Committee  : 

Chairman  : Cr.  R.  V.  CROOK. 

Cr.  A.  P.  BENDALL,  Cr.  I.  C.  POLLEY,  J.P. 

Cr.  Q.  R.  CLARKE,  Cr.  C.  O.  FENSOM,  J.P. 

Cr.  I.  C.  OSBORN. 

Public  Health  Officers  : 

F.  L.  GROARKE,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H., 

Medical  Olficer  of  Health. 

R.  BOAST,  C.S.I.E.J.B.,  A.R.S.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H., 

Sanitary  Inspector 
Surveyor 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

Officer  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

I.  S.  PRIEST,  Waterworks  Manager 


Town  Hall, 

Brightlingsea. 
July,  1953 

To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brightlingsea  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  which  deals  with  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1952. 

The  statistics  reveal  that  the  number  of  deaths  was  14  less 
than  last  year  and  that  51  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the 
age  group  75  years  and  upwards,  while  30  pet  cent  occurred  in 
the  65'75  years.  On  the  basis  of  national  death  rates  the 
estimated  expectation  of  life  of  a male  child  at  birth  today 
would  be  65.84  years,  and  that  of  a female  child  70.88  years. 
These  figures  compare  with  48.53  and  52.38  respectively  in  1901. 

The  births  registered  numbered  58  which  is  two  more  than 
last  year.  Deaths  exceeded  births  by  12  whereas  for  the  Country 
as  a whole  there  were  176,  269  more  births  than  deaths.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  Country  for  1952  is  the  lowest  recorded  since 
1941. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  numbered  43  as  compared  with 
254  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  was  solely  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  measles  which  was  18  as  compared  with  224  in  1951. 
This  disease  is  prevalent  in  alternate  years. 

The  first  recorded  case  of  Poliomyelitis  in  this  district 
occurred  during  the  summer  in  a young  boy.  Almost  immediately 
a young  adult  became  infected.  In  both  cases  the  disease 
caused  serious  paralysis  of  muscles.  Fortunately  no  further 
spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  Strict  quarantine  of  contacts  of 
this  disease  to  their  own  homes  and  gardens  for  three  weeks  is 
necessary  if  the  risk  of  dissemination  is  to  be  avoided,  as  contacts 
can  carry  the  germ  and  transmit  the  disease  to  other  persons 
without  themselves  showing  any  signs  of  the  disease. 

In  presenting  this  report,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for 
their  support,  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help 
and  co-operation  received  from  the  various  officers  and  their 
departments  of  the  Council  and  particularly  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  R Boast. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  L.  GROARKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  in  the 

Area 

STATISTICAL  MEMORANDUM. 


Urban  District  Urban  District  of  Brightlingsea 

Area  in  acres  2,873 

Population  ; 

1952  Registrar  General’s  escimate  4. 5^3 

1951  Census  4>Soi 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  1.5 

Rateable  Value  ......  £22,881 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £90/9/4 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  1,665 

Total  Live  Births  5^ 

Birth  Rate  12.88 

Birth  Rate  corrected  — i5’06 

Total  Still  Births  Nil 

Still  birth  rate  Nil 

Total  deaths  --  70 

Death  rate  . i5-S4 

Death  rate  corrected  9.9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age  i 

Infantile  X'lortality  Rate  17.2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (tinder  2 years  of  age)  ..  . Nil 

Total  Cancer  deaths  ..-  14 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  Nil 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  LIVE  BIRTHS  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  30  28  58 

Illegitimate  Nil  Nil  — 


58  babies  were  born  during  the  year  which  is  twelve  less  than  the  number  of 
deaths.  This  number  of  births  is  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  12.88  which  is  lower 
than  the  national  figure  of  15.3.  Our  lower  figure  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  fewer  persons  in  this  district  in  the  younger  and  child  bearing  age  groups 
than  is  the  case  for  the  Country  generally.  For  purposes  of  comparison  with 
other  areas  the  Registrar  General  corrects  this  inequality  in  age  groups  by 
ascribing  to  this  district  the  comparability  factor  of  1.17  which  gives  the 
corrected  birth  rate  of  15.06. 

(b)  DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  70  of  which  43 
were  males  and  27  were  females.  This  number  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of 
15.5  per  thousand  population  compared  with  a rate  of  11.3  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  reason  for  our  high  rate  is  that  there  are  fewer  persons  in  the 
younger  age  groups  and  more  in  the  older  age  groups  than  is  the  case  for  the 
Country  as  a whole. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  of  death  rates  with  other  areas  the  Registrar 
General  equalises  a disparity  in  age  groups  such  as  we  have  by  issuing  a 
comparabilitv  factor.  The  low  figure  of  0.64  ascribed  to  this  Urban  District 
gives  the  corrected  death  rate  of  9.9,  which  is  considerably  lower  than  the 
national  rate,  and  is  added  proof  that  the  residents  of  this  Urban  District  have  a 
better  than  average  chance  of  living  to  a ripe  old  age. 
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(c)  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 
There  was  i death  of  children  under  i year  of  age.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  is  based  on  the  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  year,  i.e.  58,  is 
equivalent  to  a rate  of  17.24  per  1,000  births  compared  with  a rate  of  27.6  for 
the  country. 

TABLE  I 

DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1952 


Under  i year  i 

2 and  under  5 years  f — 

35  ..  ..  45  ..  2 

45  >>  »»  55  **  ^ 

55  ..  ..  6s  „ 9 

65  „ 75  ..  21 

75  and  upwards  36 


70 


TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1952. 


Causes  of  Death 
Cancer 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  nervous 
system 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 


Male  Female  Total 


7714 

639 

17  8 25 

22  4 

3 3 

325 

I I 

I I 

I I 

4 3 7 


43  27  70 


TABLE  III 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of,  and  the  age  at  death,  of  the  i 
infantile  death  registered  : — 

I week  to 

Under  i day  i day  to  i week  i month 
Congenial  defects  of  heart  — i — 


TABLE  IV 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 

Birth  rates.  Death  rates.  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case 
rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1952.  Provisional  figures 
based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 
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RATES  PER  1,000  HOME  POPULATION. 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births  (corrected) 

Still  Births 
DEATHS 

All  Causes  (corrected) 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

Influenza 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis ; 
Pneumonia 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Vleasles 
Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 
Non-Paralytic 
Food  poisoning 


U.D.C. 

England  & Wales 

15.06 

15-3 

00.00 

0.35 

9.9 

II-3 

00.00 

00.00 

00.00 

CO. 00 

00.00 

00.00 

00.00 

0.24 

00.00 

0.04 

00.00 

00.00 

00.00 

00.01 

00.66 

0.47 

00.00 

GO.OO 

00.00 

00.02 

00.00 

00.03 

3-33 

1-53 

0.66 

2.61 

00.00 

0.0 1 

00. 00 

00. 14 

00.00 

00.00 

3-99 

8.86 

00.00 

0.72 

0-44 

00.06 

0.00 

00.02 

00.00 

00 13 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS. 

DEATHS 

All  causes  under  i year  of  age  17.24 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age  00  00 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  00.00 


27.6 

I . I 


17.87 
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Section  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : F.  L.  Groarke,  M.  B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M., 
D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  and  Medical  Officer  for  Tendring 
R.D.C.,  Clacton  U.D.C.,  Frinton  & Walton  U.D.C. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Borough  General  Hospital,  Ipswich. 

Pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Essex 
County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

1 he  bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies,  milk 
supplies,  and  ice  cream,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Ipswich. 

Samples  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  water  and  sewage  are 
sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66,  Victoria 
Street,  London,  S.  W.  1. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

This  service  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS.  (N.  E.  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  District 
Hospital  serves  the  area. 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
32,  Lexden  Road,  Colchester. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Myland  Hospital, 
Colchester. 

MIDWIVES  AND  HOME  NURSING. 

It  is  a duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  to  provide 
domiciliary  midwives,  and  nurses  to  attend  persons  who  require 
nursing  in  their  own  homes.  For  this  purpose  a District  Nurse 
Midwife  is  employed  in  the  Urban  District. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

A County  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the 
New  Church  School  Room  each  Wednesday  from  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

Anti-diphtheria  inoculations  are  carried  out  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  each  month  from  10.00  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
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THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  formal  action  under  this  Act 
during  the  year. 

Many  visits  are  made  to  the  homes  of  old  people  and 
assistance  given  where  necessary.  There  are  so  many  different 
departments  dealing  with  old  people  that  the  Public  Health 
Odi.'ers  are  looked  on  as  connecting  links  with  these 
departments,  and  there  is  much  liaison  with  the  Welfare 
Department,  E sex  County  Council,  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  the  Home  Help  Department,  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  family  doctors,  nurses  and 
various  voluntarv  organisations. 

Informal  action  is  preferred  by  us,  and  accommodation  was 
found  for  a number  of  old  people  who  were  past  caring  for 
themselves  in  hostels,  homes,  hospitals  and  institutions. 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER. 

Below  is  given  a recent  analysis  report  taken  from  the  mains  of  the  Lower 
Park  Waterworks  : 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Appearance 

Bright  with  a few  mineral 
particles. 

Colour 

Nil 

Reaction  pH. 

7-4 

Electric  Conductivity 

890 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

140 

Hardness  : Total 

19s 

Carbonate 

14s 

Non-carbonate 

50 

Nitrrte  Nitrogen 

8.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.031 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

o.oi  2 

Metals  ; Iron 

Less  than  0.03 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Tumidity 

Less  than  3 

Odour 

Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

8 

Total  Solids 

595 

Alkalinity  as  calcium  Carbonate 

'45 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0.55 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  cf  iron  The  hardness  of  the 
water  is  very  moderate  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents 
although  somewhat  high  is  not  excessive.  Its  organic  quality  is  of  a high 
standard. 

These  chemical  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water. 


No.  of  samples 
taken. 

Sources  Satisfactory 

Un-Satisfactory 

4 

Church  Road  Waterworks  4 

Nil 

4 

Lower  Park  Road  Waterworks  4 

Nil 

3 

Household  Taps  3 

Nil 

1 

Well,  Moverons  Farm  — 

I 

12 

I I 

I 

With  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  farms  and  cottages,  all  houses  in  the 
district  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Public  Mains.  The  use  of  a well  at 
Moverons  Farm  has  been  discontinued  after  analysis  had  shown  the  water  to  be 
unfit  for  domestic  use,  and  an  alternative  supply  of  wholesome  water  has  been 
provided  for  the  three  cottages  which  were  formerly  served  by  the  well  in 
question. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


During  the  year  a small  sewerage  disposal  plant  was 
constructed  at  Mill  Street,  incorporating  a Septic  Tank  and 
Percolating  Filter  with  Revolving  Sprinklers. 

As  a result  of  constructing  these  works,  six  earth  closets 
were  converted  to  W.C’s  with  Flushing  Cisterns. 

A preliminary  survey  of  the  main  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
was  also  carried  out  with  a view  to  constructing  aerobic  filters 
and  thus  provide  full  and  complete  treatment  for  sewage  which 
is  at  present  subject  to  only  partial  treatment  before  discharge 
into  the  sea. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE. 

Domestic  Refuse  is  still  disposed  of  by  means  of  Controlled 
Tipping,  and  the  Council’s  Salvage  Scheme  has  been  maintained. 

64  tons  of  paper  were  salvaged  and  sold  to  paper  mills, 
compared  with  58  tons  in  1951  and  35  tons  in  1950,  but  the 
price  paid  for  this  paper  slumped  from  £16  0/0  a ton,  to £7/10/0 
a ton  during  the  year,  and  the  total  value  of  sales  was  £629 
against  £840  in  1951. 

The  Council  did,  however,  secure  a fifth  prize  of  £50  in  the 
National  Waste  Paper  Contest  held  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES-DETAILS  OF  INSPECTION. 


Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

Number  of 

No.  on  Written 

Register  Inspections  Notices 

4 8 

24  51  4 

28 

59 

4 

DEFECTS 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Lack  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Others  

Found 

2 

6 

2 

Remedied 

2 

4 

2 

Outwook  : 

Nature  of  Work.  No.  of  out-workers  in 

August  list  requ.  by 

Sect.  I lo  (i)  (c). 

Wearing  apparel. 

(Making  etc.)  ii 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists. 

Prosecutions. 

The  principal  inspections  and  work  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  department  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 


9 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  No.  of  inspections. 

(a)  General  inspections  for  repairs  etc.,  89 

(b)  Complaints  investigated  34 

(c)  Reinspections  75 

(d)  Houses  measured  for  overcrowding 

(Form  "B”).  2 

(e)  Overcrowding  reinspections  i 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Bake  Houses  8 

Complaints  investigated.  30 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  17 

Disinfections  ig 

Factories  and  Workshops  56 

Fish  Friers  4 

Food  Stores  12 

Hairdressers  5 

Infectious  Diseases  investigated  20 

Public  Houses  1 8 

Public  Conveniences  108 

Rat  Infestation  82 

Refuse  Disposal  40 

Schools  3 

Sewers,  Ditches,  Drains  and  Cesspools  21 

Shops  2 1 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  2 

Verminous  Premises  — 

Water  Supplies  21 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  38 


Total  689 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 
Housing  Act  i 

Public  Health  Act  Nil 

Other  Acts  Nil 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED 

In  connection  with  all  inspections  182 

CONTRAVENTIONS  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 
Contraventions  and  Defects  found  182 

Contraventions  and  Defects  remedied  (Approx)  175 

Contraventions  and  Defects  outstanding  7 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

Routine  inspections  of  farms  were  continued  during  the  year  and  special 
attention  was  paid  to  the  Council’s  Refuse  Dump  which  is  the  only  source  of 
major  infestation  in  the  district. 

All  cases  of  minor  infestation  were  dealt  with  as  they  arose,  and  Test 
Baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  twice  during  the  year. 


10 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  HOUSEBOATS 

No  Caravan  Parks  exist  in  the  district  except  that  owned  by  the  Council  at 
West  Marsh.  This  Caravan  Park  is  only  used  during  summer  months  and  is 
provided  with  piped  water  supplies,  conveniences,  facilities  for  disposal  of  waste 
water,  refuse  bins  and  concrete  stands  for  caravans. 

One  site  was  licenced  for  occupation  by  a single  caravan. 

Two  meetings  were  also  held  at  Maldon,  attended  by  officers  of  Local 
Authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  regulations  and  conditions  for  the 
Control  of  Houseboats,  in  accordance  with  Part  7,  of  the  Essex  County  Council 
Act,  1952. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Result  of  milk  sampling  were  as  follows  : — 

Type  of  Milk.  Samples  taken  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised.  12  12  — 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Tuberculin  Testea  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

(Dealers  Licences)  (Supplementary)  (Supplementary) 

5 I I 

MEAT 

24  pigs  slaughtered  under  private  licence  were  inspected  and  routine 
inspections  of  butchers  shops  and  meat  stores  were  continued.  The  following 
meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


98  lbs.  Lambs  Liver 
76  lbs.  Beet 
35  lbs.  Beasts  Head 
94  lbs.  1 side  Pork 
22  lbs.  Beef 
7 lbs.  Lamb 
2 lbs.  Sheep’s  Pluck 


(Decomposition) 

(Deep  seated  bruising  and  Decomposition). 
(Decomposi  ion) 

(Generalised  Tuberculosis) 

(Contaminated  by  Petrol) 

(Contaminated  by  Petrol) 

(Caseous  Lymphadenitis) 


UNFIT  FOOD 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  also  condemned  : — 


7 tins  Milk 
I tin  Stewed  Steak 
4?  lbs.  Sugar 
I tin  Lobster 
1 tin  Luncheon  Meat 
I tin  Tomatoes 

1 tin  Veal  and  Ham 

2 tins  Xmas  Puddings 
1 4 lbs.  Bacon 

I tin  Apricot  Pulp 
150  lbs.  Prunes 
24  bags  W'inkles 

ICE  CREAM 

Eighteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  and 
routine  inspections  of  all  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Results  of  sampling  were  as  follows  ; — 

Number  of  samples  complying  with  Ministry  of  Health  Provisional. 

Grade  i.  Grade  2.  Grade  3.  Grade  4. 

9832 
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Section  D. 


Housing 

I.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  1952  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  123 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 198 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  (i)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  31 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  these  under  (^) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  51 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  50 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

ta)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  1936,  Secs  ii  and  13  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  1936,  Sec  12  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 
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HOUSING  ACT  1936 


Inspections  re  Permitted  Numbers  Nil 

Inspections  re  Ov'ercrowding  2 

Enquiries  for  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

Visits  re  permits  for  Timber  (Flooring) Nil 

Visits  re  Squatters 

NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1952 

By  Private  Enterprise  Houses  5 

Bungalows  — 

By  the  Council  Houses  10 


Total  15 


Total  Houses  erected  since  1946  : — 


1946  4 

1947  41 

1948  9 

1949  22 

1950  14 

1951  9 

1952  15 


114 


The  rising  costs  of  Building  Materials  and  Labour,  have  made  it  difficult 
to  secure  adequate  repairs  to  some  older  properties,  but  it  has  generally  been 
possible  to  arrange  for  the  most  serious  defects  to  be  remedied,  without  having 
to  serve  Formal  Notices. 
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Section  E. 


SHELLFISH  (MULLUXAN) 

During  1952,  1,510,952  Oysters  were  passed  through  the  Purification 
Tanks  at  Brightlingsea. 


The  number  for  the  previous  >ears  were  : 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 


1.948,775 

1,762,404 

1,757.793 

2,044.741 

1,294,900 

2,325,364 

1,665,347 

943.082 

940,658 

809,600 

2,055,714 
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Section  F. 


PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which 
were  notified  in  the  district  during  1952  : 


I'otal 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Cases  notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Jaundice 

3 

— 

— 

Gastro-Enteritis 

I 

I 

— 

Measles 

18 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

IS 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

43 

8 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  mortality  and  incidence  of  Diphtheria  for  the  whole  country  continues 
to  fall.  In  1951  deaths  numbered  33  against  a yearly  average  of  about  2,800 
between  1930  and  1940.  Nevertheless  it  is  disturbing  to  learn,  possibly 
because  the  fear  of  diphtheria  has  declined,  that  fewer  and  fewer  parents  are 
presenting  their  babies  for  immuni.<=ation  It  is  vital  to  secure  that  not  less  than 
75%  of  babies  are  immunised  before  their  first  birthday,  while  it  is  estimated 
that  only  28%  of  children  under  one  year  old  were  immunised  during  1951.  If 
parents  leave  their  children  unprotected  there  may  be  a return  of  diphtheria 
outbreaks. 

Duiing  i9‘;2,  49  children  between  one  and  five  years  and  31  between  five 
and  IS  years  received  the  full  course  of  inoculations  at  the  Clinic,  New  Church 
School  Room. 

VACCINATION 

Vaccination  is  no  longer  compulsory  ; it  is,  however,  the  only  known 
protection  against  smallpox.  Although  smallpox  only  occasionally  occurs  in 
this  country,  due  to  the  arrival  from  abroad  of  an  infected  person,  and 
outbreaks  have  been  rapidly  brought  under  control  by  energetic  action  on  the 
part  of  public  health  departments,  nevertheless  smallpox  is  one  of  the  most 
fatal  diseases  and  approximately  30%  of  the  unvaccinated  who  contract  the 
disease  die. 

Vaccination  of  infants  is  easily  carried  out,  and  causes  very  little  disturbance 
in  the  children.  Parents  are  strongly  urged  to  have  their  infants  protected 
against  this  dangerous  disease. 

CANCER 

Fourteen  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  giving  a rate  per  thousand  of 
the  population  of  3.1,  20%  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease.  The 
increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  shows  no  sign  of  stopping,  and  the 
death  rate  from  this  cause  has  doubled  since  1941,  the  increase  being  more 
rapid  among  men  than  among  women. 
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POLIOMYELITIS 


The  area  was  free  from  Poliomyelitis  until  this  year  when  the  first  case 
occurred  during  the  summer,  and  was  quickly  followed  by  a second  case.  There 
was  grave  danger  that  the  disease  might  spread,  as  little  immunity  was  likely  to 
have  been  acquired  by  the  younger  age  groups.  However,  strict  surveillance  of 
contacts  may  have  helped  to  confine  the  outbreak  of  these  two  severe  cases. 

This  disease  has  become  much  more  prevalent  since  the  end  of  the  war  not 
only  in  this  country  but  in  Europe,  Canada  and  America  ; unfortunately  its 
virulence  remains  as  great  as  ever.  The  disease  must  be  regarded  as  an 
infectious  disease  and  it  is  possible  to  trace  the  infection  from  patient  to  contact 
and  then  to  other  patients  in  many  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Ages  in  Years 
I— 5 

25—35 

45—55 


New  Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F. 

— I 

M. 

F. 

I 

— I 

3 ” 

— 

— 

3 2 

— 

I 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  since  1939. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


New  cases 
2 
o 

4 

5 
4 

4 

5 
5 
9 
2 

5 

4 

2 

6 


Deaths 

2 

2 
5 

3 
2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 
2 
2 

4 
o 


The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  1952  : 


Respiratory  Male  15 
,,  Female  10 


Non-Respiratory  Male  4 
,,  Female  5 
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25 


9 


TOTAL  CASES  ON  REGISTER  AT  END  OF  1952  . . . 34 


The  age  groups  of  the  cases  on  the  Register  are  as  follows  : 


Age  group  in  years 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Totals 

I to  5 

M. 

F. 

I 

M. 

F. 

I 

2 

s ..  15 

— 

I 

2 

2 

5 

IS  ..  25 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

25  ..  35 

4 

4 

I 

1 

10 

35  ..  45 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

45  ..  55 

6 

I 

I 

— 

8 

55  ..  65 

65  upwards 

I 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

IS 

10 

4 

5 

34 

The  provision  of  safe  milk  is  a step  in  prevention  which  should  not  be 
forgotten  or  neglected. 

1,500  young  persons  die  annually  in  England  and  Wales  from  Bovine 
Tuberculosis  contracted  from  drinking  raw  milk  which  contains  live  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  many  of  these  who  survive  the  disease  suffer  permanent  disablement. 

It  is  authoritatively  estimated  that  one  in  twenty  of  our  farmers  is  sending  out 
milk  infected  with  living  tuberculosis  germs.  As  much  of  this  milk  is  neither 
pasteurised  by  the  distributor  nor  boiled  by  the  consumer,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  we  have  so  many  such  deaths  each  year.  This  loss  of  young  lives  should 
and  could  be  ended  at  the  earliest  moment  by  a universally  compulsory  system 
of  pasteurisation,  which  would  not  only  give  protection  against  this  disease,  but 
also  the  other  diseases  liable  to  be  conveyed  by  milk. 

The  only  really  safe  milk  is  that  which  has  been  efficiently  pasteurised  and 
pending  legislation  to  this  effect  raw  milk  should  be  boiled  before  being  fed  to 
children. 
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